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I have been a teacher for 7 years. My undergraduate degree is from Houghton College in the area of Music. My Graduate degree is from the University of Phoenix in the area of Adult Education and Distance Learning. 

In my first teaching position at Allegany-Limestone CS I was a music teacher for K-1, as well as 6th grade chorus and 7th and 8th grade general music. Early on I realized that the reason students were in general music was, for the most part, because they didn’t like music. I realized that if I was going to effectively teach this audience, I needed to change the traditional format of my class and come at it from a whole new angle. I began using computer labs, and SMART boards as an integral part of my information dissemination and worked towards bringing laptops into the classroom. The more I used computers and computer applications as a part of my teaching approach, the more success I had with students in music. I believe that this approach to teaching can be used not only in my classroom, but in any classroom where the teacher wants to revitalize the atmosphere and peak the interest of the students under their tutelage. 

For three years I was a technology integration specialist and music teacher at Cuba Rushford CS and have done many staff and faculty trainings including: Power Point, Mail Merge, Photostory3, Finale, Windows Movie Maker, SMART boards, Email, iSafe, Learning Management Systems, Online Forums, Auditorium Sound and Lighting, Video Streaming, Web Page Design and so on. In the classroom, I have developed a paperless mixed delivery format where students are using email to submit their work. Students are using, on a daily basis, things like Word, finale notepad, Internet Explorer, Windows Media Player, and Windows Movie Maker. Students are using websites to retrieve their work and their own personal hard drive space to save and organize files and folders. Students are learning these essential computer skills as a by-product of completing class work and projects. This is not a computer class, but the students are learning to use their computers nonetheless. As a result the students remain interested in their work for longer periods of time because of the contemporary tools being used, and they are exited about coming to class. 
The title of my presentation would be “Closing the Gap…From a Distance” – Making the world a smaller place.
Description – Student accomplishment through Internet use. Discussion will include improved communication between teachers, students, and parents, the lowest common denominator, Word for creative assignments, the Internet to disseminate information and assignments through email and web pages, Email folders for collecting and organizing student work, standard operating system applications for projects…and more. 
Expected Outcomes – Participants will conceptualize a complete plan for facilitating a mixed delivery classroom using computers as a portal to the virtual classroom. They will see how to combine email, the Internet, and specific computer applications on a daily basis in order to create a contemporary and efficient learning environment for their students. 
Hands on or Stand up Presentation – Stand up presentation. 
Presentation Time – 1 hr. 
Additional Needs – Internet Access, PC with Windows XP, Software: Windows Media 10, Microsoft Office (at least Word and Power Point), Audacity (with lame_enc), Photostory3, Windows Movie Maker, Paint, Microsoft Producer Hardware: external microphone, projector w/ screen, Video Camera with fire wire cable to computer (needs fire wire card or adapter)
